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Executive Summary 
Metlakatla Development Corporation (MDC) contributes to the economic development in the province of 
British Columbia. This study examines the economic impacts generated from MDC’s core businesses and 
strategic partnerships,1 based on a review of 2017 business operations. 

The Metlakatla Development Corporation is the business arm of the Metlakatla First Nation. The MDC is 
involved in a wide spectrum of activities and ventures in and around Prince Rupert that supports 
economic development for the area.  

The mandate of MDC is as follows:2 

• To grow Metlakatla Development Corporation’s business base through strategic joint venture 
opportunities arising from Commercial Agreements & Development Opportunities within 
Metlakatla Traditional Territory. 

• To identify new business opportunities consistent with the MDC principles of sustainable eco-
based resource management 

• To maintain and strengthen MDC’s existing business activities and essential services 

• And capacity building & skills training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

1 MDC’s core businesses include: Metlakatla Ferry Service, North co Corp Ferry Service, Grassy Bay Services, Coastal Training 
Centre, Khtada Environmental Services, Coastal Business Resource Centre, Coastal Shellfish Corporation, Gat Leedm Logistics. 
MDC Strategic Partnerships include: Securiguard, CT Terminal CTNCA, Skeena River Helicopters, Rupert Cleaners, NSCG, 
Progressive, YCS Holdings and Landsea Camp. 
2 Source: http://www.metlakatla.ca/economic-development/mdc-mandate.  

 
 

The economic impact of Metlakatla Development Corporation core 
businesses and strategic partnerships  

include 220 direct jobs of employment and $9.6 million in  
direct wages. 
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Ongoing Economic 
Impacts of MDC 

Annual Direct Impacts: 
§ 220 jobs 

§ 180 full-time equivalents 

§ $9.6 million in wages 

§ $24.0 million in gross 
domestic product (GDP) 

§ $60.9 million in economic 
output 

 

Economic impact is a measure of the spending and employment associated with a sector of the economy, 
a specific project, or a change in government policy or regulation. For this study, economic impact refers 
to the economic contribution associated with the ongoing activities of Metlakatla Development 
Corporation’s (MDC) core businesses and strategic partnerships. The three major components of 
economic impact are classified as direct, indirect and induced impacts.3 Together, they provide a 
snapshot of MDC’s business impact on the local and provincial economy. 

MDC is an economic generator for the community of Metlakatla and Prince Rupert, British Columbia and 
the surrounding area. MDC’s current impact is reflected in the 220 direct jobs, equivalent to 180 direct 
full-time equivalents (FTEs)4 of employment that are supported or facilitated by MDC’s core businesses 
and strategic partnerships and the nearly $10 million in direct wages paid. Including indirect and induced 
impacts, these businesses cumulatively generate a total of 430 jobs, equivalent to 360 FTEs of 
employment, paying over $21 million in total wages throughout the province. 

 

Ongoing Economic Impacts 
The current economic impact of Metlakatla 
Development Corporation is summarized in Figure ES-
1.5 Direct economic impact measures the employment 
and economic impact directly associated with MDC 
businesses. Indirect and induced impacts are multiplier 
impacts in the wider economy stimulated by MDC’s 
business activities through its core businesses as well 
as through its strategic partnerships (e.g., other 
businesses that supply goods and services to MDC’s 
businesses and spending by MDC employees in the 
general economy). 

Emphasis is placed on the direct economic impacts as 
these are based on data from the employment survey 
and are clearly identifiable. The multiplier impacts are 
derived from Statistics Canada economic multipliers for 
British Columbia.6 

The direct impacts of MDC core businesses and 
strategic partnerships are estimated to be 220 jobs 
(equivalent to 180 direct FTEs or person years of employment), earning nearly $10 million in direct 
wages. Direct employment generates $24 million in direct GDP and nearly $61 million in direct economic 
output annually. 
                                                        

3 Direct impacts account for the economic activity of the target sector itself. Indirect impacts are those that result because of the 
direct impacts, which involve employment in downstream industries that arise from the presence of MDC. Induced employment is 
generated from expenditures by individuals employed directly or indirectly by MDC businesses. Induced impacts are also known as 
the “household” spending effect. 
4 FTE = full-time equivalent of employment. For purposes of this study, one full-time equivalent of employment corresponds to 1,832 
hours of work annually. 
5 The results of this study are based on a review of current operations. 
6 The indirect and induced economic impacts are calculated using the latest available Statistics Canada multipliers for the Province 
of British Columbia (2014), adjusted for inflation. Multiplier impacts must be interpreted with caution since they may be illusory when 
the economy experiences high employment and output near industry capacity. 
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Total impacts are calculated by adding together the direct, indirect and induced impacts. Including indirect 
and induced multiplier impacts, current economic impacts of MDC businesses and strategic partnerships 
include a total of 430 jobs or 360 FTEs. Total earnings of all employees amounts to over $21 million in 
wages. Furthermore, these operations contributed nearly $46 million and $106 million in total GDP and 
total economic output, respectively, to the provincial economy. 

Figure ES-2 provides an overview that shows the diversity of industries that MDC businesses and 
strategic partnerships are involved. 

 

Figure ES-1:  
Ongoing Economic Impact of Metlakatla Development Corporation’s  
Core Businesses and Strategic Partnerships, Based on 2017 Operations 

 
    

  Impact 
Employment Wages 

($ Millions) 
GDP 

($ Millions) 
Output 

($ Millions) 
Jobs FTEs 

Direct 220 180 9.6 24.0 60.9 

Indirect 130 110 8.1 12.4 30.8 

Induced 80 70 3.7 9.2 14.3 

Total 430 360 21.4 45.6 106.0 
Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding. 

Figure ES-2: Industry Overview of MDC Businesses and Strategic Partnerships  

 



 

© InterVISTAS Consulting Inc. 4 

Annual Tax Impact of MDC 
Businesses and Strategic 

Partnerships 

Total Tax Contribution: 

§ $4.1 million  

Federal Government: 

§ $2.7 million (67% of total) 

Provincial Government: 

§ $1.2 million (28% of total) 

Municipal Government: 

§ $0.2 million (5% of total) 

Note: Results are based on 2017 tax rates. 

Annual Tax Contributions 
Metlakatla Development Corporation is also an 
important generator of taxation revenues to all 
levels of government. Total taxes paid on an 
annual basis, by MDC employers and employees, 
are estimated at $4.1 million per year.  

The majority of taxes accrue to the federal 
government at 67% overall, while the provincial 
government receives 28% of tax revenue 
generated by MDC. The municipal government 
also benefits from MDC through the collection of 
property taxes amounting to over $0.2 million paid 
by MDC and its core businesses only. 
Contributions at the municipal level reflect 
activities of the core MDC firms, while the federal 
and municipal taxes are associated with MDC 
firms and strategic partners. 

Figure ES-3 provides a summary of the taxes 
collected.  

 

 

Figure ES-3: Estimated Annual Tax Revenues from Metlakatla Development Corporation, 2017 
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Over $63,000 was 
donated to local 
community initiatives by 
MDC core businesses in 
2017 

 

Supporting the Local Community 
- Social and Corporate Impacts 
In addition to making a strong economic contribution, 
Metlakatla Development Corporation businesses and 
its staff are actively involved in the community, lending 
a leading voice in volunteerism that is powered by 
MDC’s important role in the Prince Rupert area. 

MDC supports numerous organizations through 
monetary and in-kind donations, as well as volunteer 
hours of staff members: 

§ Over $63,000 donated in 2017 to the community 

§ A few key areas supported include: 

o Trinity House Supportive Housing Residence 

o Basketball teams 

o Metlakatla member graduate students 

o Fundraising sports events 

• Ride to Conquer 

• Relay for Life 

§ Employees of Coastal Shellfish gave approximately 90 hours of their time in 2017 to volunteer in the 
community  

 

MDC Payments to Metlaktla Governing Council, 2017 
Each year, MDC provides payments to the Metlakatla Governing Council. Over $400,000 was provided in 
2017. 

§ Revenue sharing contributions to support infrastructure development and capacity within the 
community totalled over $211,000. 

§ Funding to support Metlakatla members attend post-secondary school equated to $208,000. 

§ In total, MDC provided over $419,000 in payments to the Metlakatla Governing Council. 
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